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Abstract

This research work is a descriptive study of Gojri compound
words from the syntactic point of view. Gojri compounds comprised of
two stems where the components of a compound either belong to the
same syntactic category or different one. Noun-noun, adjective-
adjective, verb-verb, pronoun-pronoun and adverb-adverb compounds
fall in the same category compounds. Adjective-noun, noun-adjective,
noun-adverb,  adjective-verb, verb-participle and  adverb-verb
combinations belong to different category compounds. Semantically
empty words also get into compounding with the verbs and the
construction is termed as the verb-dummy compound.
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INTRODUCTION

Zaman (2018) states that Compounding is a morphological process to
form a new word. Rangan (2002) opines that compound is a
combination comprised of two or more lexical items that do not
undergo any interruption. Saha (1996) claims that a compound is a
paired combination of two meaningful lexical items that indicate new
references. Hladky (1998) avers that a compound is a lexical item that
functions as a single word grammatically and semantically. Bauer
(1983) describes that a compound is a lexeme that comprises at least
two potential stems. Huddleston (2002) is of the view that a compound
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1s a base consisted of two smaller bases. Adams (1973) sees a
compound as a fixed combination. Bauer (2001) asserts that a
compound is a lexical unit consisting of two or more constituents that
can occur as an independent linguistic unit. Katamba (1993) declares
that the compounds are the words made up of two units , neither of
which can act as an affix and which may or may not exist on its own.
Gojri compounds consist of two stems. There are two categories of
Gojri compounds, compounds formed with the combination of words
belonging to the same grammatical categories, and compounds formed
with the combination of two different grammatical categories. Noun-
noun, adjective-adjective, verb-verb, pronoun-pronoun and adverb-
adverb compounds fall in the same category compounds. Adjective-
noun, noun-adjective, noun-adverb, adjective-verb, verb-participle and
adverb-verb combinations belong to different category compounds.
The compounds which are formed by the combination of verbs and
semantically empty words do not fall under any structural category.
Nominal, adjectival, verbal, pronominal and adverbial compounds are
there in Gojri. Pronoun joins only pronoun to make the compound.
Following is the detailed discussion on the syntactic categories of
Gojri compounds:

Noun-Noun Compounds
The prolific way of compounding in Gojri is where two nouns get into

compounding.The noun-noun components join together to make a
compound that is also a noun. Consider the following examples :

kori: ‘Woman’ + dzenp ‘Man’ [korti:-dzend] ‘Spouse’

behen ‘Sister'+ pa:ha:hi: ‘Brother’ [behen- pa:ha:hi:] ‘Siblings’
dod, ‘Milk’+ kihi: ‘Butter’ [dod; kihi:] ‘Dairy products’
kukor ‘Cock’+ pu:tp ‘Chicken’ [kukor - pu:tp] ‘Poultry’
peheid ‘Sheep’+ bokri: ‘Goat’ [peherd- bokri:] ‘Cattle’

thi: ‘Daughter’+ pu:t, ‘Son’ [tihi:- pu:t] ‘Children’

ga: ‘Cow’+ boatf" ‘Calf’ [ga: - batfMo] ‘Cattle’

losi: ‘Whey'+ dod, ‘Milk’ [losi:-dod] ‘Dairy product’
ho| ‘Plough’+ da:nd, ‘Oxen’ [ho|-da:nd] ‘Plough and oxen’
dzondro ‘Lock’+ kondzi: ‘Key’ [dzondro -kondzi:] ‘Lock and Key’
li:r ‘Cloth’ +palos ‘Cloth’ [li:r -palo] ‘Clothes’

ma:| ‘Cattle’+ tfokbor ‘Cattle’ [ma:] -tfokhor] Tivestock’
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tuw:ro ‘meal’+ pohors ‘morsel’ [tu:ro - pohoro] ‘Food’

The above compounds are noun compounds which are formed by the
combination of two nouns. Gojri noun-noun compounds have two
stems, either of which is an independent lexeme and the resultant
compound is also a noun.

Adjective - Adjective Compounds
In Gojri, the second most productive way of making compound word is

by combining two adjectives together, as:

lik%o ‘Educated’ + porjo ‘Educated’ [lik"jo - parjo] ‘Learned’

moto ‘Fat’ + ta:zo ‘Fresh’ [moto - ta:zo] ‘Healthy’

sidp ‘Straight forward’ + sa:dp ‘Simple’ [sidp - sa:dp] ¢ Very simple’

liso ‘weak ‘“+ ma:o ‘weak’ [liso - ma:po] ‘Very weak’

rokhs ‘Dry’+ sukhs ‘Dry’ [rokh - sukhto] ‘unappetising’
sa:f ‘Clean’+sutiro ‘Clean’ [sa:f -suthro ] ‘Very clean’

suki: ‘Dry’+ smi: ‘Wet’ [suki:- sini:] ‘ Dry and wet’
voli: ‘Difficult’ + sovoli: ‘Easy’ [vali: -savali:] ¢ Severe’

tfango ‘Good’ + mondyp ‘Bad’ [tfango - mandyp] ‘Good and bad’
ni:lo ‘Blue “+ pi:[p ‘Yellow’ [ni:lo - pi:o] ‘Colourful’

dohdbs ‘Strong’+ liso ‘Weak’ [dohdo - liso]  ‘Strong and
weak’

The above adjective-adjective compounds indicate that there are two
possible ways of combining two adjectives. Adjectives with the same
meanings and with opposite meanings can be combined together to
make a compound. When two adjectives, either with the same
meaning or having opposite meanings get into compounding, the
resultant compound is also an adjective.

Verb-Verb Compounds

Like NN and AA compounds,VV compounds are also formed in Gojri
where two different verbs are combined to make a compound that
functions as a noun.Consider the following illustrations:

a:no: ‘To come’ + dza:nd: “To go’ [amnd: - dza:na:] ‘Meeting’
othnd: “To stand’ + bersna: “To sit’ [vttno: - bersno: | ‘Company’
hosna: “To laugh’ +ktedno: “To play’ [hosna: -khedna:] ¢ Happiness’
liktna: “To write’ + pono: ‘“To read’ [iktna: - porno:] ¢ Reading’
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lens: ‘ To take’ + dend: ‘To give’ [leno: - dend:] ‘Dealing’
rehna: ‘To live’ + sehna: “To live’ [ rehnp: - sehno:] ¢ Life style’
la:ns: “To wear’+ ktana: “To eat’ [lamna:- kba:no:] ‘Life style’

The above verbs are in their infinitive forms and compounds formed
as a result function as nouns.

Pronoun- Pronoun Compounds
Pronoun-pronoun compounds are not a productive category of
compounds. Following are examples of pronoun-pronoun compounds:

ti: You’ + tii: ‘You [t0: - tii:] ‘Insulting behaviour’
me: ‘T + tii: ‘You’ [me: - tii:] ¢ Rude behaviour’
ti: You’ + mé&: T [td: - mé&:] ‘Quarrel’

ht: T+ ha: T [ht: + hi:] ‘Murmuring’

The above examples indicate that second person pronoun tu:and first
person pronouns me: and hii: get into compounding to make a new
word that functions as a noun.

In Gojri, relative pronouns are also reduplicated to form a new word
that functions as a pronoun, as:

hor ‘Every’+ koje ‘Every one’ [ hor - koje ] ‘Every body’
hor ‘Else’+ koje ‘Every one’ [ hor - koje] ¢ Any one else’
koje ‘Every one’+ hor ‘Else’ [ koje - hor] ‘Someone else’

The reduplication of interrogative pronouns is also possible in Gojri.
The combination of two interrogative pronouns gives an interrogative

pronoun.
kon ‘Who’+ kon ‘Who’ [kon - kon] ‘Who’
kit, ‘Where’'+ kit,‘Where’ [kit,- kit] ‘Where’
k1o ‘Who'+ kipo ‘Who’ [krro-kipo] “‘Who'
ke ‘What’ +ke ‘What’ [ke -ke] ‘What’

Adverb-Adverb Compounds

Adverb-adverb compounds fall under the category of compounds
which are formed by the combination of the same word class. The
adverbs of place are combined together to make a compound, as :
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1ja: ‘Here’ +u:va: ‘There’ [1ja: -wva] ‘Around’

ogee ‘Front’+ pitfhee ‘Back’ [ agee -pitfree] ¢ Around’
opar ‘Up’ + bon ‘Down’ [opar - bon] ‘Up and down’
sojee ‘Right’ +khobae ‘Left’ [ sgjee -khobee] ¢ Around’

it, ' Here’+ ot ‘There’ [ 1t.- ot.] ‘Here and There’
hitt ‘Beneath’+upoar ‘Up’ [hith-vpar] ‘Misplaced’

Adjective-Noun Compounds

Adjective-noun compounds are a productive way of forming
compounds which fall under the category of the compounds formed
with the involvement of the words having the two different
grammatical classes.

ga:vo ‘Of cow+dod, ‘Milk’ [ga:vo -dvd. ] ‘Milk of cow’
mohndzo ‘Of buffalo’ +ma:s ‘Meant’ [mohndzo -ma:s | ‘Beef’
ba:krs ¢ Of goat’+ma:s ‘Meat’ [ba:krs -ma:s] ‘Mutton’
dzongli: ‘Wild’ + kokar ‘Cock’ [d3ongli: - kukor] ‘Wild bird’
deha:ty: ‘Of village’ +lok ‘People’ [deha:ty: -10k] ‘Villagers’
Desi: ‘Local’ + kihi: ‘Butter’ [desi: - kihi: | ‘Local butter’

ongrezi ‘English’+ dpva:i: ‘Medicine’ [ongrezi - dova:i: | ‘English
medicine’

dohda: ‘Powerful’+ Iok ‘People’ [dohda: - Iok] ‘Power people’
mord,'Man’ +kopt ‘Woman’ [mord,  -kor] ‘Courageous
woman’

pakt ‘Firm’ + gal ‘Talk’ [ paki - gal] ‘Commitment’
kotfi ‘Unripe’ +omoar ‘Age’ [kotft -omoar] ‘ Immaturity’
paoko ‘Firm’ + vohdp ‘Promise’ [poko- vohdp ] ‘Commitment’
satfo ‘True’+ prja:r ‘Love’ [ satfo - pya:r | “True love’

zeni ‘Mental’+ bi:ma:ri: ‘Disease’ [zent - bimari:] ‘Mental
sickness’

The above compounds have two stems consisting of adjectives and
nouns. An adjective also qualifies a noun and this combination is not
considered as compounding. The difference between an adjective
qualifying a noun and adjective-noun compound is divisibility and
indivisibility. It means that compounds are indivisible where nothing
can be inserted between the two components of a compound and any
insertion can alter the meanings of the compound. The composition of
meanings 1s another criterion to check the compound word. The
overall meanings of the compounds are different from those of the
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individual meanings of the constituents. Warren (1978) declares that
the components of a compound are connected in such a way that they
act as one unit and any insertion between its components breaks the
compound and alters the meanings.

Noun -Adjective Compounds
Like other Indo- Aryan languages, the NA combination is not
productive in Gojri. The following NA compounds are found in Gojri:

had ‘Bone’ +horam ‘llegitimate’ [had -horam] ‘Lazy’
nimok ‘Salt’+ hora:m ‘Tllegitimate [nimok - hora:m] ‘Disobedient’
nimok ‘Salt’ +hola:l ‘Legitimate’ [nmmok - hala:l] ‘Obedient’

Noun-Adverb Compounds
This also the less productive category of compounding in Gojri. Noun
gets into compounding with and adverb, as :

mu: ‘Face’™+ogze ‘In front of [ mu: -ogze | ‘In front of

kond ‘Back’ + pitftee ‘Behind’ [kond - pitfee] ‘In the absence’
okha: ‘Eyes’+ ogee ‘In front of [okha:- ogze] ¢ very obvious’

sir ‘Head’ +upar ‘above’ [sir -upar] ‘Around the corner’

The combination of noun and adverbs give idiosyncratic meanings. [
mu: -ogze | refers towards the direction and [kond - pitf/*ze] conveys the
meanings of ‘in the absence of someone or something’. [okha:- ogee]
does not mean that something is in front of eyes, but it means that
something is clear and obvious . [sir -upor] means that something is
approaching or around the corner. In Gojri, Nouns- adverbs
combinations are to convey the idiosyncratic meanings.

Adjective-Verb Compounds
Adjective-verb combination is not a productive category in Gojri. The
following combinations are found in Gojri:

otfi ‘High'+ tfikns “To pull’ [otfi - t/kns | < To be proud’
lomi: ‘Long’+ la:ns ‘To have’ [lomi: - la:na] “To prolong’
lomi: ‘Long’+ tf'ornd ‘To release’ [lomi: - tfforna] “To boast’
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The given adjective-verb combinations, utfi and lomi: are adjectives
and tfhkns , lanp and tfhomd are verbs in their infinitive forms and
when are joined together ,they function as verbs.

Verb -Participle Compounds

This is the less productive class of compounding in Gojri. Verb-
participle compounds are formed by combining the verbs with
participle gee , as :

deik" “To see’+ gee [ deik! - gee] ‘After waiting’
mor ‘To die’ + gee [mor - gee] ‘Hardly

The derivation of adverbs by the addition of ga with the verbs is a
common phenomenon in Gojri. The above compounds are idiosyncratic
in meanings. deik® and mor are the verbs in their infinitive forms
whereas ge is a participle. deik" derk" gee means after a long wait and
when mor mor gae is used that means hardly. These compounds are
used for augmentation.

Verb + Dummy Compounds

This is the productive category of compound words in Gojri. The first
stem in these compounds is meaningful whereas the second stem is
meaningless and does not exist on its own unless it is compounded
with the first stem. Consider these examples:

ku:tf “To clean’+ ka:tf [ku:tf - ka:tf] ‘ To clean thoroughly’
mon ‘To trim’+ mon [mon - mon |  To trim thoroughly’
lor “To search’+ la: [lor - la:r ] ¢ To search thoroughly’
kop ‘To cut’+ kop [ kop - kop | ¢ To cut thoroughly’
t,oho “To wash’+ t,oha: [ t,0ho - t.oha: ] * To wash thoroughly’

In the above compounds, the consonants are reduplicated whereas the
vowels are changed in the second stems. The initial and final
consonant sounds of the first stems are same in the second stems.
kuitf , mon, lor , kop and tpho are meaningful words, whereas
ka:tf;mon, lax, kup and tpha: are semantically empty words.
Zaman(2018) declares that the purpose of reduplicated constructions
1s to imply an augmentative effect where the second stem does not
exist independently and convey meanings unless it gets into
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compounding with the first stem. Koul (2008) claims that in Indo-
Aryan languages, one meaningful lexeme gets into compounding with
an absurd word which does not convey meaning on its own but it gives
meaning when is compounded with the meaningful linguistic unit.

Adverb-Verb Compounds
Only one compound in the adverb-verb combination is found in Gojri.

vpru: From above+ a:i: ‘Came’ [ vpru: - a:i:] ‘Something divine’
Here, vpru: ‘from above’ is an adverb of place and a:i: ‘came’ is a verb.

CONCLUSION

The syntactic classification of Gojri compounds indicates that the
structure of Gojri compounds is simple where only two components
involve in the combination. Noun-noun, adjective-adjective, verb-verb,
pronoun-pronoun, adverb-adverb ,adjective-noun, noun-adjective,
noun-adverb, adjective-verb, verb-participle and adverb-verb
combinations exist in Gojri. Gojri noun-noun compounds have two
stems, either of which is an independent lexeme and the resultant
compound is also a noun. When two adjectives, either with the same
meaning or having opposite meanings get into compounding, the
resultant compound is also an adjective. The verbs in their infinitive
forms when get into compounding, the compounds formed as a result
function as nouns. In Gojri, pronouns only get into compounding with
pronouns. The second person pronoun tu:and first person pronouns
me: and hii: get into compounding to make a new word that functions
as a noun. Relative pronouns are also reduplicated to form a new word
that functions as a pronoun. The reduplication of interrogative
pronouns 1is also possible in Gojri. The combination of two
interrogative pronouns gives an interrogative pronoun. The
distinction between an adjective qualifying a noun and adjective-noun
compound is somewhat difficult and the difference is divisibility and
indivisibility. It means that a compound is indivisible where nothing
can be inserted between the two components of a compound and any
insertion can alter the meanings of the compound. The composition of
meanings 1s another criterion to check the compound word. The
overall meanings of the compounds are different from those of the
individual meanings of the constituents. The derivation of adverbs by
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the addition of gee with the verbs is a common phenomenon in Gojri

that conveys idiosyncratic meanings. In verb-dummy compound

construction, the first stem is meaningful whereas the second stem is

meaningless and does not exist on its own unless it is compounded
with the first stem.
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